
 

 

 

Bringing industry news to the membership                                                Spring 2011 

Finished Bison prices continue to make new 
highs as the supply of market animals tightens. 
The recovering economic outlook has consum-
ers willing to pay increased prices for bison. The 
tight supplies and price increases have led to 
some contraction in the market place as the 
more price sensitive restaurants and retail out-
lets de-list the product. Meat inventories remain 
tight and are forecast to get even tighter as re-
placement animals are retained to grow the pro-
duction base. 
 
 Higher finished prices have resulted in im-
proved returns for all classes of bison as evi-
denced in recent sales. The price reporting that 
was initiated by the Canadian Bison Association 
continues to convey this message to others out-
side of the industry. Better prices along with the 
Bison Advantage message is encouraging new 
interest and investment in the industry.  Informa-
tion tools to assist new producers are available 
from the CBA or your regional association. If 
you know of anyone interested in learning more 
about the industry encourage them to get in 
contact with the office or forward their contact 

information and a package of information will be 
sent to them. In addition to providing information 
we continue to work with governing bodies to en-
hance programs critical to the growth of the in-
dustry. 
 
The spring season is fast approaching and calv-
ing will soon begin. The 2011 calf crop will be the 
most valuable crop to hit the ground since 2002. 
This will provide an opportunity for producers to 
expand or build equity in their operations.  These 
are certainly exciting times for the bison industry 
from the cow calf perspective. From the process-
ing and marketing perspective, the picture is the 
reverse. Producers should not lose site of the fact 
that a significant investment by these individuals 
helped create demand and move prices to the 
profitable levels producers now enjoy. If we are to 
continue to grow the industry all segments of the 
value chain must be profitable long term. 
 
Producers and stakeholders will undoubtedly face 
a number of challenges in the upcoming year. 
That being said, significant opportunities exist in 
the industry today and the future looks bright. 
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As of October 2010, the fine for not tagging animals was increased from $500 to $1,300 per 
infraction, and transporters, producers and auction barns can be fined for violation by the  
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA). 
 
Bison producers need to ensure they are tagging all animals with an approved bison tag before 
they leave their farm of origin.  If bison leave the farm of origin without tags, producers could be 
subject to the increased fines, as could transporters, auction marts and slaughter facilities 
should they accept animals without tags. 
 
If you do not have handling facilities, you may take the bison from the farm of origin to an  
approved tagging site to have the bison tagged.  Also if you are taking a large bison cow or  
bison bull that cannot be safely tagged in your facility, make arrangements with the inspector 
on duty and the processing facility to accept the animal with the tag “in hand”. 
 
The Agriculture and Agri-Food Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations (AAAMP) have 
three different classifications of non-compliance—minor, serious, and very serious.  Prior to  
October 2010, the penalties for violations committed during the course of business were $500 
for minor, $2,000 for serious and $4,000 for very serious.  The CFIA has increased these  
penalties to $1,300 for minor, $6,000 for serious and $10,000 for very serious.  Not tagging an 
animal would be considered a minor infraction. 
 
Bison producers issued a notice of violation under the AAAMP Regulations have four options:  
1. Pay an amount equal to one half the penalty within 15 days; 2. Wait longer than 15 days and 
pay the total amount of the penalty before it is due; 3. Within 30 days, seek a review of the 
facts of the violation by the Minister or the Review Tribunal; and 4. Within 30 days and if the 
amount of the penalty is $2,000 or more, make a request to the Minister to enter into a non-
compliance agreement. 
 
Why the Change? 
 
The changes were put into place to achieve better compliance under the Health of Animals 
Protection Act.  Increased penalties are expected to be a more effective deterrence of non-
compliance throughout all sectors of the industry—primary producers, transporters, auction 
marts and processors. 
 
It is important to have accurate information so that the Canadian Food Inspection Agency  
response to an animal disease outbreak or food safety emergency can be as swift and as  
targeted as possible. 
 
As the bison industry moves forward, it’s important to have a credible identification program, 
particularly as the industry and others proceed with Radio Frequency Identification to meet the 
demands of legislated mandatory traceability.  Animal identification is one of the three pillars of 
traceability—without it, we have no traceability.  It is important to note that the tagging  
compliance rate in bison is well over 90%. 

Increased Fines for Animals Without Tags 
Terry Kremeniuk, Executive Director Canadian Bison Association 



 

 

Beginning April 2011, producers participating in the Bison Cash Advance Program will have up 
to 24 months to repay their loans under the program.  Previous limits were 18 months.  Based 
on feedback from producers and working with federal government, changes were made to 
make the program more compatible with the beef production and marketing cycle. 
 
As of February 2011, a total of 157 loans for $16.3 million have been approved.  Of the 157 
loans, three were approved in British Columbia for $440,000; 63 in Alberta for $6.6 million;  
78 in Saskatchewan for $8.4 million, and 13 in Manitoba for $848.000. 

Coming Events 
 
 MBA Great Spirit Show & Sale    IBC 2012 
 April 1-2, 2011       (International Bison Conference) 
 Hearland Livestock Services     “Experience The Difference” 
 Brandon MB       July 24-27, 2012 
          Quebec City QC 
 CBA Summer Field Days 
 Hosted by the Bison Producers of Alberta 
 July 15-16, 2011 
 Elk Island National Park AB 

Bison Cash Advance Program Changes Made 



 

 

SBA Premium Stock Show & Sale 
 
Bison producers from across the Prairies gathered together for the annual Saskatchewan Bison As-
sociation Premium Stock Show & Sale March 4th and 5th in North Battleford SK. Along with the 
Show & Sale the SBA hosted an industry seminar and the SBA Annual General Meeting.  The day 
ended at Kramer’s Big Bid Barn with a fun filled night. Along with a delicious bison chili supper 
(many thanks to Harold & Shirley Hubick for sponsoring the bison meat), the Show & Sale awards 
were presented and attendees rocked along with the sounds of Dave Norman’s Johnny Cash. The 
SBA wishes to thank the Ministry of Agriculture for their generous support of the 2011 SBA industry 
seminars that were held throughout Saskatchewan. 
 
Optimism in the industry has moved forward to see some of the strongest interest in recent history. 
The industry’s need for quality replacement animals was evident in the sale prices.  
 
The SBA wishes to thank the sponsors, consignors, buyers and volunteers for all of their support. 
The Kramer family and staff’s dedicated professional service and facility is greatly appreciated.  Fol-
lowing is the results for the 2011 Premium Stock Show & Sale: 

Class Sponsor Award Winner 

2010 Bull Calves West Central Pelleting Gold Bev Taylor, Taylor Bison 

    Silver 
Tony Bolt,  
Holly Rock Bison 

    Bronze 
Wes Sander,  
Coulee View Bison 

    Hon Mention 
Greg Pagan,  
Torch River Bison 

2009 Yearling Bulls Andres Export Gold 
Nolan Miller 
Silver Creek Bison 

    Silver 
John & Joanne Dorey, 
Irish Creek Bison 

    Bronze 
Frank McAllister & Sons, 
Elk Valley Ranches 

2010 HF Calves 
Pens of 3 Battlefords Tourism Gold 

Greg Pagan,  
Torch River Bison 

    Silver 
Greg Pagan,  
Torch River Bison 

    Bronze 
Brad Ramstead,  
Beaver Creek Wood Bison 

2009 Yearling HF  
Pens of 3 Cavalier Agro Gold 

Greg Pagan,  
Torch River Bison 

    Silver 
Frank McAllister & Sons, 
Elk Valley Ranches 

    Bronze 
Elio Pressaco,  
Last Chance Bison Ranch 

Champion Male Wolverine Bison Company Grand 
Nolan Miller 
Silver Creek Bison 

    Reserve 
John & Joanne Dorey, 
Irish Creek Bison 

Champion Female Rosedale Bison Grand 
Greg Pagan,  
Torch River Bison 

    Reserve 
Greg Pagan,  
Torch River Bison 

Premier Breeder Canadian Prairie Bison   
Greg Pagan,  
Torch River Bison 



 

 

 
BREEDING CLASS 
 
2010 BULL CALVES     2009 YEARLING BULLS   
Hi Price  $3,100.00    Hi Price  $5,250.00 
Low Price  $1,225.00    Low Price  $3,000/00 
 
2010 HEIFERS PENS OF 3    2009 HEIFERS PENS OF 3 
Hi Price  $1,350.00 Per hd   Hi Price  $2,250.00 Per hd 
Low Price  $1,200.00 Per hd   Low Price  $1,600.00 Per hd 
 
FEEDER PRICES 
       Weight Price  # Hd    Avg. Price  $/lb 
2009 BULLS 650-750    9,105  19,534.45 13    1,502.65  2.15 
2009 BULLS 775-850    14,680 31,610.20 18    1,756.12  2.15 
2009 YEARLING HEIFERS 500-850  15,650 33,531.50 26    1,289.67  2.14 
2009 YEARLING HEIFERS 651-851  8,045  16,908.75 11    1,537.16  2.10 
2010 BULLS 400-499    19,360 50,289.90 42    1,197.33  2.60 
2010 HEIFERS CALVES 360-430  7,964  19,874.66 19    1,046.03  2.50 
(courtesy of Kramer Auctions) 
 

          
 

2011 Wildrose Bison Show and Sale Results 
 

21 – 2009 Breeding Bulls – Ave - $3500 – Low $ 2050 -- High $6600 
 

20 – 2010 Bull Calves    --- Ave - $1968 – Low $1100  -- High $4860 
 

18 – 2009 Open Heifers --- Ave - $1902 – Low $1470 --  High $2870 
 

20 – 2010 Heifer Calves – Ave ---$1268 – Low $990    -- High $1640 
 
 

Total Sale on 79 head brought $176,385 



Bison Breeding Stock
Trophy Show & Sale
Followed with a Commercial Sale

April 1 & 2, 2011
Heartland Livestock Services  |  Brandon, Manitoba
Sale Saturday, April 2 @ 12:00 PM

FEATURING MANY OF 
CANADA’S ELITE BISON
2008, 2009, 2010 Bulls
2009, 2010 Heifers

Hotel Headquarters
Victoria Inn
Brandon, MB  |  1-800-852-2710 

Mention Great Spirit #164253 when reserving 
rooms. Rooms only blocked until March 1st. 
Book early, as rooms will be gone!!

Banquet
Friday, April 1,2011 Cost:$35/adult  
$10/10&under

Bison Meat Tender 
(or meat donations) for banquet & seminar

For Hotel/Banquet/Hospitality information 
or to order tickets contact a committee 
members by March 25, 2011.

MANITOBA BISON ASSOCIATION 
Annual General Meeting

Friday, April 1, 10:00 AM 
Registration Meeting to start @ 9:30 AM 

Lunch $10

COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Nolan Miller  |  204-532-2350

E. ndmiller@inetlink.ca  
Carmen Ramstead  |  780-790-1541

E. tazzy206@shaw.ca
Trevor & Jodie Gompf  |  204-855-2707 

E. tjgompf@westman.wave.ca

FOR SHOW & SALE ENTRY FORMS 
Contact Nolan, Carmen or Trevor
Show & Sale entry deadline: 
March 15, 2011



 

 

I have the privilege to be able to talk with bison producers across Canada.  One topic of discus-
sion is traceability.  In talking with producers they share questions and concerns on why is it 
important?  Some feel it an unnecessary cost and use of valuable time.  All these are valid 
questions and concerns.  So lets look at a couple of key points to see is it necessary? 
 
Exports 
Globally, mandatory traceability is in place in countries like Australia.  They use this attribute 
when they market red meat to Japan and Europe and it has provided them a competitive ad-
vantage.  The United States, although they don’t have mandatory traceability, requires that any 
live bison shipped to the U.S. has an approved bison tag.  Without an approved bison tag, live 
bison cannot be exported to the U.S.  In the event of a major disease outbreak, the disease can 
be isolated and dealt with.  Being able to do this more rapidly will allow for the lifting of trade 
restrictions and more rapid market re-entry. 
 
Consumers 
The bison industry is a niche market and as such targets a specific type of consumer.  One that 
is more concerned with health and quality than price points.  These are also the type of con-
sumers that demand accountability for products.  They typically are well educated on issues 
and want to know that there are controls in place for their safety. 
 
So is it necessary?  No, it is ESSENTIAL. 
 
Traceability has long been a part of the bison industry.  The earliest being the record of move-
ment forms that are still being used.  Animal identification via ear tags has been implemented 
for over ten years.  There are two more vital components for full traceability and that is premise 
registration and recording animal movement.  The bison industry has always been a leader and 
voluntary implementation of full traceability is another step in that leadership. 
 
For more information on traceability and its implementation, please contact the CBA office. 
 
Premise Registration is mandatory in the following provinces: 
 Alberta  http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/trace12354 
 Manitoba  http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/livestock/presmisesid/pid01s02.html 
  
The government of British Columbia is currently working towards registering premises. 
 
For Saskatchewan the CCIA (Canadian Cattlemans Identification Agency) registers premises 
https://www.clia.livestockid.ca/CLTS/public/splash.do 
 
Please note that Quebec producers who have other livestock on their premises may already 
have their premise registered as it is mandatory for some livestock. 
 
The following are links to provincial sites for programs available for traceability purchases 
(readers, etc.) rebates: 
 
British Columbia http://www.ardcorp.ca/indix.php?page_id=44 
Alberta  http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/index.htm 
Saskatchewan www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca 
Manitoba  http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/growingforward/gf_programs/aaa19s17.html 
Ontario  http://www.ontraceagrifood.com/home/php 
 

Livestock Traceability—Is It Really Necessary? 
Pauline Long-Wright, Traceability Coordinator 





 

 
 

 
 

Member price: Sessions $10.00 + GST (per session) Set of 8 sessions $75.00+ GST (S&H included) 
Non-Member price: Sessions $15.00 + GST (per session) Set of 8 sessions $100.00+ GST (S&H included) 

Sessions 
 

 Agriculture: The BIG Picture - Kevin Hursh 

 Traceability & the Canadian Bison Industry-What Are The Benefits - David Hall 

 Selecting the Right Heifers - Tom Lefaive 

 Harvesting New Value from Canadian Agriculture - Bryan Gilvesy 

 Year Round Grazing & Feeding Management of Bison - Lorne Klein 

 Elk Island Park-Planning for the Future - Archie Handel 

 Marketing Panel- Where is the Market Going? 

            Dave Carter, Dieter Pape, Roger Provencher, Dean Andres, Thomas Ackermann, Bruce Anderson 

 With Vision There Is Hope - Bruce Vincent 

To order please contact the Canadian Bison Association 
Phone: 306.522.4766 Fax: 306.522.4768 

Email: cba1@sasktel.net   website: www.canadianbison.ca 
 

ORDER FORM 
 
Name: _________________________________ Set of 8   __________ 
Address: _________________________________ Kevin Hursh   __________ 
City:  _________________________________ David Hall   __________ 
Province: ________  Postal Code:  _____________ Tom Lefaive  __________ 
Phone: _________________________________ Bryan Gilvesy  __________ 
Regional        Lorne Klein   __________ 
Membership: _____________________________ Archie Handel  __________ 
Cheque No:  _____________________________ Marketing Panel  __________ 
Card No:  _____________________________ Bruce Vincent  __________ 
Expiry Date:  _____________________________ Total    __________ 
Signature:  _____________________________ GST    __________ 
         Payment Due  __________ 

 
Canadian Bison Association, PO Box 3116 Stn Main, Regina SK  S4P 3V7, Ph: 306-522-4766, Fax: 306-522-4768 








