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National Bison Association 
November Update



 October - $4.10/lb.  - Young Bulls-USDA AMS
 Highest bull price reported in over 3 years
 Young Heifers - $3.69/lb.
 October 2022 - $3.80/lb. – Young bulls
 Nov. 16th Prime Beef Steer- $2.64/lb. 

 2011 – 2023: Young bull price - $4 - $5/lb. 
 Over a decade of stability at a sustainable price
 Rewards all in the bison supply chain
 Indicates slow, steady growth

 2023 Bison Processing up 5% over 2022 YTD
 2022 processing up 10% over 2021
 Does not include state-inspected processing
 Increased processing capacity and consumer demand
 Processed bison going directly to consumers, not freezers

Current Bison Marketplace



 Custer State Park – Nov. 4th

 Bull calves – $1,230

 Heifer calves – $690

 Bred heifers  - $2,100 

 Yearling bulls – $1,800

 Yearling heifers - $1,350

 Antelope Island State Park – Nov. 8th

 Bull calves – $1,425

 Heifer calves – $1,000

 Yearling bulls – $2,025

 2 Year old bulls - $3,000

2023 US Live Market



Eat Bison to Restore Bison Campaign

 Pursuing a consumer campaign to raise awareness of 
bison meat to the general public

 “Good for You, Good for Bison, Good for the Planet”

 Advertising on a variety of platforms

 Focusing on Taste, Nutrition, Locality, Regeneration

 Promoting bison as uniquely North American



2023 Consumer and Producer Outreach



New NBA Promo Materials



 Mycoplasma bovis
 2022/23 less severe than 2021 in northern Plains states
 NBA Fact Sheet & the M. bovis taskforce
 US producers eligible for compensation for death loss
 USDA ARS Vaccine Development
 Dr. Todd Shury added to M. bovis taskforce

 Malignant Catarrhal Fever (MCF)
 USDA ARS vaccine development at WSU/UWY
 Vaccine very effective on rabbits/cattle, testing bison now
 Summer 2023 – ARS Proof of Concept Study
 $2M request for funding in next Farm Bill

 NBA 2024 Winter Conference Vaccine Updates

 2024 International Bison Health Symposium at SDSU

 Dr. Jayson Galbraith added to COE Board of Directors

Herd Health



 $4 million allocated to bison over 5 years

 Incentive premiums offered to “Climate Smart” land 
practices and approved calves from enrolled producers

 2,000 head in year one – 27,000 plus over five years

 Marketing support included to develop an end market 
for “Climate Smart” raised bison

 Bison protocols developed by NBA & Tanka Fund
 Focuses on carbon sequestration, methane emissions, 

biodiversity, water retention, etc. 

 NBA Membership App

Grass is Greener Climate Smart Grant



 Current Legislative and Regulatory Priorities:
 US Farm Bill Extension

 Truth in Buffalo Labeling Act of 2023

 $2 Million appropriated to MCF Vaccine development

 2023 Fly-In - 44 Meetings in 2 Days

 AMS – Domestic Origin Rule

 ARS – MCF & M. bovis

 NRCS – Bison Grazing Standards

 FAS – ATAC & Export Priorities

 FSIS – Product of USA Proposal

 National Bison Day

Legislative/Regulatory Update



 Reasons for Change:
 To bring events closer to members

 To offer more region-specific information/networking

 To coordinate outreach better with State/Regionals
 Schedule of Events:

 June 17  – NBA Summer Conference – North – SD

 June 24 – Regenerative Ranching Field Day – OH

 July 9 – Regenerative Ranching Field Day - MN

 July 16 – NBA Summer Conference  – West – ID/OR 

 September 30 – Regenerative Ranching Field Day - WI

 October  7 – NBA Fall Conference – South/East – WV

New Approach to Summer Conference



 January 17 – 20, 2024 - NBA Winter Conference

 January 20, 2024 - Gold Trophy Show and Sale 

 May 4, 2024 – NBA Southern Conference – TX

 June 2024 – NBA Northern Conference – KS

 June 2024  - International Bison Health Symposium - SD

 July 2024 – NBA Eastern Conference – NH

 September 2024 – NBA Western Conference – CO

 September 2024 – Annual Washington, DC Fly-In
 Most presentations available at bisoncentral.com

Upcoming NBA Events



Jim Matheson

303-292-2833, ext. 700

jim@bisoncentral.com

www.bisoncentral.com

@nationalbison

Thank you! Questions?
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