NBA Summer Conference
 I attended the NBA Summer Conference June 27-29 in Kansas City, Missouri.  The event was hosted by the Kansas Buffalo Association.  A full program was set up to target new, or starting producers, but also to give established producers updated and new information on topics like soil health, parasite management, business risk options, and more.

 A Virtual Ranch Tour gave attendees an opportunity to see several different bison ranches throughout Kansas.  This was a great way to see the highlights of both large and small operations, some of the handling facilities, and grazing management.  While temperatures in Kansas City were reaching 40 deg C, and some of these ranches are several hundred miles apart, this was all in the comfort of the air conditioned conference room.

 NBA Executive Director Dave Carter gave a trade and market update.  During his presentation he emphasized the importance of the trade relationship with Canada.  As demand for bison remains strong in all markets, the need for slaughter animals from Canada will remain.  He stated that approximately 30% of product sold in US markets comes from Canada.
  Prior to the evening dinner, I was given the opportunity to give an invitation to IBC 2022.  This was very well received, with many questions and interest in participation in the event.  The banquet and fundraiser night featured a start up herd consisting of six heifers and one bull, all donated by Kansas Buffalo Association members.
 The conference wrapped up with a tour to the Hanna Buffalo Ranch.  Ryan and Ramie Hanna welcomed a large group for a tour of their facilities on their ranch, located about an 1 ½ hour drive southwest of K.C.  This was a smaller operation, and was a great venue to show some of the new and smaller producers how to design handling facilities that can be expanded as your operation grows.
 Overall it was a great conference, and again the networking opportunities are immeasurable.  Thank you to Dick Gehring and the Kansas Buffalo Association for hosting this event.
